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ABSTRACT

The Pragmatic Language Ability and Executive
Functions in Children with ADHD
Comparison with Normal Controls

Lee, MinHee * Yim, DongSun

The purposes of this study were (1) to investigate the performance of each group on pragmatic
language ability (2) to investigate the performance of each group on executive functions and (3)
to investigate the correlation of pragmatic language ability and executive functions for each group.
Participants were 28 children aged from 7 to 10 years old, 14 children with ADHD(no language
problem) and 14 typically developing children matched chronological age with ADHD. All children
were tested on Kims Frontal Executive Neuropsychological Test for Children and their parents
completed the children’s communication checklist.

The results were revealed as follows; First of all, there was a significant difference in pragmatic
language ability between groups. Children with ADHD produced significantly lower score than
normal children. Secondly, there was a significant difference in executive functions between groups.
Children with ADHD were significantly lower than normal children. Additionally, there was also
a significant main effect in executive function according to subtype(stroop, design fluency, word
fluency, withdrawal efficiency) between groups. Lastly, in normal children, there were significant
correlations among pragmatic language ability and executive functions, age and executive functions.
However, there were no significant correlations among pragmatic language ability and executive
functions, age and executive functions in children with ADHD(no language problem).

These results suggest that the correlation between pragmatic language ability and executive
functions of children with ADHD could be affected depending on whether they have language

problems or not.

Key Words : Children with ADHD, Pragmatic Language Ability, Executive Functions, Pragmatic
Language Checklist
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